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1. Summary 
 

1.1 This report sets out background material for the Committee’s meeting with guests to discuss the 

issues that will be affecting the forthcoming revised Mayor’s housing strategy.   

 
 
2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes this report as background and puts questions to the invited 

guests. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 At its meeting on 29 March 2011 the Committee agreed the terms of reference for its final two 

meetings of 2010/11:  “To inform the Assembly’s contribution to a revised Mayor’s housing strategy 

and to identify the key issues that the Mayor will need to consider in revising his strategic approach 

to housing in London.”  
 
3.2 It is expected that the Mayor will produce a revised housing strategy for consultation with the 

Assembly and Functional Bodies over the coming months.  The revised housing strategy is likely to 
reflect a number of Government and Mayoral policy developments including: 

 Implications arising from the final housing budget allocation for London; 

 Relevant Government policy proposals such the new affordable rent product for housing 

associations, devolved delivery and arrangements following the transfer of responsibilities of the 

Homes and Communities Agency (London) to the Mayor; and 

 Mayoral housing initiatives such as his proposals for promoting housing choice and mobility, and 

to address rough sleeping. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 At its previous meeting the Committee took the opportunity to discuss with external experts the 

implications of the Government’s housing reform proposals and budgets for the Mayor’s housing 

strategy. 

 



        

4.2 A report on the agenda for the 29 March 2011 meeting set out the issues that informed the main 

items of discussion for this meeting:  

http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=3116 
 

4.3 This meeting will give the Committee the opportunity to continue its consideration of these issues, 
specifically in relation to the Affordable Homes Programme 2011-15, the HCA Affordable Homes 
Programme Framework (that sets out how the new Affordable Rent product will generate the 
additional financial capacity to support new housing supply) and social housing provider plans to 
develop new affordable homes. 

 Guests 

4.2 Guests invited to this meeting include: 

 

o Alan Benson, Head of Housing, GLA: responsible for advising the Mayor on housing strategy 

and investment.  Alan Benson is leading on the devolution of housing powers to the Mayor, in 

particular producing what will be the Mayor’s Housing Strategy and Strategic Housing 

Investment Plan for London and working on the new HCA London arrangements. 

 

o Steve Howlett, Chief Executive of the Peabody Trust and current Chair of the G15 group 

of London’s largest housing associations.  As grant rates are set to reduce even further, 

increasing borrowing capacity through increased surplus generation will become even more 

critical in the future.  Over the last 10 years, the G15 has trebled its investment in new homes 

whilst cutting its overall grant rate from 68 per cent to 52 per cent. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.  Financial implications for 

individual programmes of work in 2011/12 will be dealt with separately in reports to the Committee 

as and when the Committee is required to make relevant decisions. 
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